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SUBJ: TOPIC FOR PRESIDENTIAL MEETING: PATRIMONIAL SEA 

1. MEXICO REGARDS 200 MILE "PATRIMONIAL SEA" CONCEPT AS 
FOREGONE CONCLUSION OF LAW OF SEA NEGOTIATIONS, AND 
ECHEVERRIA RECENTLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN BEGINNING ADVANCE 
PLANNING ON ITS IMPLEMENTATION AMONG GULF AND CARIBBEAN 
COASTAL STATES. HE PROPOSES TWIN CONFERENCES (ONE FOR 

GULF, ONE FOR CARIBBEAN) AMONG RESPECTIVE GROUPS OF STATES 
AND HAS ALREADY DISPATCHED SPECIAL MISSION TO 
VARIOUS CAPITALS TO EXPLORE THIS POSSIBILITY. HE ATTACHES 
PARTICULAR POLITICAL IMPORTANCE TO PROJECT, MOREOVER, 
INASMUCH AS CUBA (AS WELL AS U.S. AND MEXICO) WOULD 
PARTICIPATE IN BOTH AND THEREBY BE ENCOURAGED TO ADOPT 
MORE POSITIVE RELATIONS WITH OTHER BASIN STATES AND THUS 
DILUTE ITS RELATIONS WITH USSR. PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA TOLD 
AMBASSADOR ON SEPT 27 THAT HE WISHES TO DISCUSS THIS 
TOPIC WITH PRESIDENT FORD. 

2. MEXICANS HAVE STRESSED THAT INCLUSION OF THIS TOPIC IN 
AGENDA SHOULD BE HELD IN STRICT CONFIDENCE FOR TIME BEING. 
JOVA 
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